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position of the bones seen in situ, it was inferred by the students 
that the body had originally been cast ashore by the sea with 
one arm extended beyond the head, and that in this posture it 
had been covered up with mud and gravel. The stratum, 
containing the remains, lay about 44 feet above the present high 
water-mark, and was covered with earthy sand. 


NOTES 

We regret to see what we must characterise as an unwarranted 
attack made upon Sir Wyville Thomson in the current number 
of the Annals and Magazine of Natural History , as to the dis¬ 
posal of the specimens obtained by the Challenger Expedition. 
Dr. Martin Duncan appears to have taken for granted that an 
extract of a private letter which some indiscreet friend of Mi. 
Alexander Agassiz published in Silliman's Journal , and which 
then found its way into the English journals, is “official.” He 
would have done well to have ascertained whether this was really 
the case before allowing himself to comment on Sir Wyville 
Thomson's proceedings in such severe terms. So far as we are 
aware, out of the many naturalists actually engaged to work out 
the results of the Challenger Expedition, only three are not 
Englishmen, two being Americans, and one German. These three 
gentlemen are of the very highest repute in their respective 
branches, and Sir Wyville Thomson has, in our opinion, done 
well for science to secure their services. 

A large and influential deputation, ot members of both 
Houses of Parliament, headed by the Duke of Richmond and 
Gordon, President of the Scottish Meteorological Society, 
waited on the Chancellor of the Exchequer on Tuesday to advo¬ 
cate that society’s claims to State assistance. Sir Stafford 
Northcote said that the Treasury was prepared to grant 1,000/. 
for services rendered to Government during the past twenty 
years, and as regards the future he promised to consider the 
matter. 

Mr. J. Russell Reeves, F.R.S., after whom that niagifi- 
cent bird Reeves’ pheasant was named, died on the 1st instant 
at Wimbledon, aged 73. As a young man in the H.E.LC.’s 
service in China, Mr. Reeves contributed not a little to our 
knowledge of the flora and fauna of that country, several new 
plants and animals having been sent home or described by him. 
IT is love for natural history continued to the time of his death, 
and for some time he kept up a good aviary at his house at 
Wimbledon. 

The Rhind lectures, delivered^ in Edinburgh by Dr. Arthur 
Mitchell, on the condition and antiquity of the cave-man of 
Western Europe, in other words the early, or earliest European 
of whom we have any knowledge, were brought to a close on 
Friday last. Dr. Mitchell showed that the cave-man’s weapons 
of the chase and war were made of bone or horn, and highly 
finished, while his implements of stone were extremely rude, and 
calculated chiefly to serve as tools in the making of his bone 
implements, thus placing him in the bone rather than in the stone 
age of civilisation. From an elaborate examination of the 
objects which the cave-man has left, displaying an art-faculty, 
and from the study of the crania of the cave-people themselves, 
he showed that they must have possessed a high capacity for 
culture in all directions, and must have been as complete in their 
whole manhood as living Europeans. From an exhaustive 
examination of the cave-fauna, and of the actual fauna of 
Western Europe, Dr. Mitchell gave reasons, which certainly call 
for grave consideration on the part of archaeologists, for 
believing that the antiquity of the cave-man of Western Europe 
is to be measured by a few thousands, and not by tens or 
hundreds of thousands of years. 

The Anthropological Institute will hold a Conference at 
4, St. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square, on May 22, on the 


Present State of the Question of the Antiquity of Man, when 
the following papers will be read:—Prof. Boyd Dawkins, 
F.R.S.—“On the Evidence Afforded by the Caves'of Great 
Britain; ” Prof. McKenny Hughes—* £ On the Evidence Afforded 
by the Gravels and Brick Earth ; ” Mr. R, H. Tiddeman.— 
“ On the Hyaena Bed in the Victoria Cave.” Communications 
have also been solicited from foreign anthropologists. 

The Paris Acclimatisation Society distributed its medals last 
Saturday at the Vaudeville. One of them was awarded to Mr. 
Alfred Mosenthal, Consul of the late Transvaal Republic, for his 
admirable work on the acclimatisation of the ostrich. Suc¬ 
cessful experiments on his system have been made on a large 
scale in Algiers. 

Mr. Etheridge writes to the Times with 'reference to his 
examination of the red and green shales found below the depth 
I of 1,073 f ee l ‘ m ti ie boring at Meux’s Brewery, and of which 
Prof. Judd spoke in a recent article in Nature on Deep Well- 
borings in London. He states that the evidence now shows them 
to be of palaeozoic age, and of the continental type of Devonian 
rocks containing the molluscan fauna of that period. 

At the April session of the German Geological Society Herr 
Speyer exhibited a number of fine palaeontological specimens 
belonging to the Permian formation, obtained at a depth of 242 
metres from borings in the vicinity of Memel. The twenty-five 
species found embraced eleven molluscs, five entomostraae, two 
bryozoa, &c. Although nearly all of them are represented in 
the Lower Permian of Thuringia, Plesse, and Wetterau, but one- 
third of the number are found in the corresponding English 
formations. The above-mentioned borings yielded in the midst 
of the Permian formation occasional specimens of dolomite, with 
crinoidal stems and imperfect remains of brachypods, belonging 
properly to the Devonian. 

The monument to Liebig to which we have previously re¬ 
ferred, was unveiled at Darmstadt, his birthplace, on the 12th 
inst., the seventy-fourth anniversary of his birth. 

The Annual Meeting of the Cumberland Literary and 
Scientific Association 'was held at Keswick on the first three 
days of the present month. This association, as we have pre¬ 
viously intimated, is formed of a large number of local Cumber¬ 
land societies, and both its first and its recent meetings have 
been highly successful. The idea of thus associating the various 
lccal societies of a county is admirable, and we would strongly 
recommend its universal adoption. The president at the last 
meeting was the Bishop of Carlisle, who gave a really interesting 
and fairly liberal address on the “ Analogies and Contrasts 
between Human and Divine Science,” the greater part of which 
consisted of an account of some recent advances in physical 
science. Several other papers were read, nearly all of them 
scientific, and*more or less on subjects connect;; with the dis¬ 
trict. The new president is Mr. Isaac Fletcher, M.P., F,R;S., 
and the next meeting will be held at Cockermouthin May, 
1878. 

Commander Perrier read a paper at the last meeting of the 
Geographical Society of Paris, on the determination of the longi¬ 
tude of Algiers by telegraphy. The exact longitude is 2! jd r, 2\ 
east from Paris, the probable error being only o"'Oi. The time 
required for the transmission of the electricity from Paris to 
Marseilles was found to be only of a second ; the distance 
between these two cities being 863 kilometres,. it shows that the 
velocity of the electricity was not less than 46,000 kilometres per 
second. Similar experiments tried on the submarine cable 
between Algiers and Marseilles proved that the time required to 
travel was of a second ; for a distance of 926 kilometres this 
shows a velocity of only 4,000 kilometres. But the battery used 
for signalling in the aerial line was composed of ioo elements, 
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and only ten elements were used in the sub-Mediterranean 
cable. The triangulation of Algeria is an accomplished fact, 
and the calculations will be finished two or three months 
hence. When the operations shall have been completed it will 
be possible to know the exact length of an arc of meridian pass¬ 
ing through the Paris Observatory, and extending from Shetland 
to l.aghouat. The amplitude will be exactly 30°. An arc of 
parallel will be measured, also extending from Nemours on the 
Marocco frontier to Bona, in the vicinity of Tunis. The mean 
latitude will be 36° and amplitude_lo°. 

The following courses of instruction for science teachers will 
probably be organised this summer at South Kensington :—1. 
Chemistry (Elementary), from July 4 to July 26, by Mr. W. 
Valentin, F.C.S. ; 2. Sound, from June !9to July 11 ; 3. Light, 
from July 12 to August 3, both by Prof. Guthrie, F.R.S.; 4, Steam, 
from July 4 to July 26, by Prof. Goodeve, M.A., and Prof. 
Shelley; 5. Biology, from June 13 to July 5, by Prof. Huxley, 
Sec. R. S. Details may be obtained by application to the Science 
and Art Department. 

The award of the Public Schools’ Prize Medals of the Geo¬ 
graphical Society for the present year has been as follows :— 
Physical Geography—Gold medal, Walter New, Dulwich Col¬ 
lege ; Bronze medal, Arthur Smyth Flower, Winchester College. 
Political Geography—Gold medal, William John Newton, Liver¬ 
pool College; Bronze medal, John Wilkie, Liverpool College. 

Artificial flowers called barometers are being now exhibited 
in a number of Parisian opticians’ shops. They are coloured 
with a material composed of chloride of cobalt. When exposed 
to sun and dry air the leaves become deep blue ; when the air 
is saturated with moisture they become pinky. All the inter¬ 
mediate shades are easily observed. 

A report from Dr. v. Bary on his recent excursion into the 
Tuareg region of the Western Sahara was read at the last meet¬ 
ing of the Berlin Geographical Society. His researches yield 
but few grounds in support of the theory that the Sahara was 
formerly the bed of a sea. He is inclined more to the belief that 
North Africa has long been free from a covering of water, as no 
traces of Tertiary formations were found, and the sand-downs 
cannot be regarded as proofs of the former existence of a sea. 
The traveller found the valley of Mihero not only remarkable for 
the number of crocodiles existing in its pools, but also on account 
of the rich growth of trees in striking contrast to the surrounding 
deserts. A mass of luxuriant climbing plants prevents the passage 
of beasts of burden. 

F in HI six papers report that vast masses of smoke are issuing 
from a mountain adjoining the river Tana, and that the snow in 
the vicinity has been melted away. The region has hitherto been 
free from evidences of volcanic activity. The theory has often 
been advanced that the gradual elevation of the shores of the 
Gulf of Bothnia is due to volcanic forces, and it is possible that 
these are finally seeking a vent. 

The royal tigress in the Berlin Zoological Gardens, lately 
brought forth a litter of two, which she utterly refused to take 
care of. They were accordingly placed amidst the family of a 
Newfoundland dog, who welcomed the new-comers warmly and 
bestows upon them all necessary maternal attentions. 

An extensive movement of subsidence has taken place at 
Marano Marchesato, in the territory of Cosenza (Calabria). Vast 
chasms have opened, a great number of houses have been 
destroyed, and many others threaten ruin. The movement 
extends to the north, passing the hills of S. Fili e Bucita as well 
as to the river that 'divides Marano from Rende, the] waters 
of which are partly escaping through large fissures in its bed. 
At the observatory of Cosenza thereJiave been noticed for some 
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time a barometrical depression of 10 mm., ail extraordinarily low 
state of temperature with variable winds, fresh snow on the 
mountains, and a very abundant rainfall. The magnetic instru¬ 
ments, too, show an extraordinary agitation. 

The town of Iquique, in Peru, was visited by a destructive 
earthquake on May 10. The damage done is not so great as 
was at first anticipated, and it is stated that no lives have 
been lost. Early on the following day, - between 2 and 
3 A. M, , a shock of earthquake is reported to have occurred at 
Comrie and the surrounding district of Perthshire ; the shock, 
as usual, came apparently from south-west, proceeding tojnorth- 
east, and was accompanied with a noise resembling that of 
distant thunder or the discharge of cannon. On May 2 several 
shocks of an earthquake were experienced in the neighbourhood 
of Lofta, in Sweden, causing some degree of damage. 

In the April session of the Berlin Anthropological Society, 
Baron v. Schleinitz, commander of the late German exploring 
expedition, gave an extended account of his anthropological 
studies among the inhabitants of New Guinea and the islands of 
the Melanesian Archipelago, which possess an interesting cha¬ 
racter on account of the isolated character of the region. The 
natives belong almost exclusively to the pure Papuan race. 
Three sharply-distinguished types were noticed. Thefirst, pre¬ 
valent in the northern part of New Guinea, is characterised by a 
thin, ill-shaped, hairy body, smooth face, thick lips, woolly 
hair, prognathous features, thin calves, &c. A second, occupy¬ 
ing the islands of New Hanover and New Ireland, is slightly 
modified. The colour is a light brown, scarcely darker than 
that of South Europeans ; the body is better proportioned and 
more fully rounded ; clothing is not worn by the men and rarely 
by the women. A comparatively strict observance of morality, 
the rights of property, and family relations was, however, ob¬ 
served. A third race, found on the western coast of New 
Guinea, evidently possesses a slight mixture of Malaysian blood. 
They are russet brown and dolichocephalous, with intelligent and 
handsome features, and well proportioned form. Many of the 
tribes inhabit villages built on piles and well secured against 
attack. Polygamy is prevalent in certain regions, and ayegalised 
system of marriage appears to be general. 

We have received from Prof. Henrici the sum of il . ior. 
towards the Gauss Monument Fund. 

The additions to the Zoological Society’s Gardens during the 
past week include a Hoolock Gibbon (Hylobates hoolock ) from 
Assam, presented by Mr. John Scrymgeour; two Mange’s 
Dasyures (Dasyurws maugeei) from Australia, presented by Capt. 
J. C. Harris ; an Antarctic Skua (Stercorarms antarcticui) from 
the Antarctic Seas, a Ceylon Hawk Eagle (Spizaetus ceylonensis') 
from Ceylon, presented by Capt. W. Vincent Legge; two White 
eared Conures (Contents leucotis) from South America, presented 
by the Lady Greville; three Touracous (Corytkaix persa) from 
West Africa, presented by Mr. j. G. Tayler and Capt. R. H, 
Crewe ; a Saddle-billed Stork (Xenorhynchus senegalemis ), a 
Black Sternothere (Sternotheerus niger) from West Africa, five 
Kappler’s Armadillos (Tatusia happier1) from South America, 
purchased ; a Wild Boar [Sus scrofa ), bom in the Gardens. 


UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE 

Oxford. —The Master and Fellows of Balliol College give 
notice that they are willing to receive as members of the College 
without further examination, selected candidates for the Indian 
Civil Service, not exceeding in number ten, and to assist in their 
education. Any candidate who wishes to avail himself of this 
proposal is requested to communicate with the Master of 
Balliol. 

Cambridge. —The Adams Prize awarded biennially for the 
best essay on some subjects of Pure Mathematics, Astronomy, 
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